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FROM THE PRESIDENT

REerUsE 10 CHOOSE!

: Ira Katznelson
New School for Social Research

When Lord Bryce addressed a joint meeting of
the American Political Science Association and the
American Historical Association in 1908, he took as
his topic *“The Relations of Political Science to
History and to Practice.” The fledgling discipline, he
wrote, “stands midway between history and politics,
between the past and the present.” Our still young
Section can lay claim to this legacy. As a collegium of
scholars, we have acted to promote legitimate work at
this junction, with considerable success. In the brief

* hortatory remarks I get to make as president, T should

like to caution against self congratulations. Here,
more specifically, I want to take note of two recent
articles by non-troglodyte sociologists, John
Goldthorpe and Andrew Abbott,? who raise sharp
questions about the ties being forged between their
discipline and history - issues of evidence, methodol-
ogy, and causality - that are germane to our work as
political scientists. Then, by way of a return to Bryce,
I explain why, in spite of taking their criticisms
seriously, I think we should reject them,

For Goldthorpe, the central problem of histori-
cal sociology is its reliance on the limited kinds of
evidence available to historians who analyze the
necessarily partial relics left to us from the past. With
their reliance on secondary works, historical sociolo-
gists, he claims, use this evidentiary base in an espe-
cially credulous way. By contrast, he argues, more
present-oriented social scientists can exercise ti ght
control over the evidence they craft in surveys,
through fieldwork, and by other approaches. He thus
celebrates sociology at the expense of history. [Contin-
ued p.2}

COMMENTARY

CELEBRATORS OF THE STATUS
QUO: REFLECTIONS ON THE STUDY OF
Porrrics IN THE 1990s

Robert Putnam
Harvard University

I’ve been asked to reflect on history, politics, and
the ways we study them. For a tough job like this, I
turn to my mother-in-law test for political science:
“What good is it? How does it help me understand
what is happening and what we can do about it?”
Today, our discipline offers entirely different kinds of
answers than it did in its early years at the start of the
century — although the present political epoch poses
political questions that are strikingly similar to those
faced at the start of the Progressive era.

[Continued p. 3]
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( ON THE STUDY OF RACE AND POLITICS

A century ago, Democrats regained contml of both the
White House and Congrcss for the first time il 36 years, since
the Buchanan Admxmstratmn of 1857-1861. The Cleveland
adrrumstration prompﬂy moved to roll back the several statutes
enacted durmv Reconsttuction to implement the Fifteenth
Amendment They d:d thlS m_the 53rd and 54th Congresses,

The Repealer made it considerably easier for Southern
conservatives to engineer a massive transformation of the
Southern electoral system. New rules -- literacy tests, grandfa-
ther clauses, good understanding tests, poll taxes, and the like --
drove black Southerners out of electorai politics. Many white
Southerners were also unable to meet the new costs of voting.
Since then, of course, American politics has undergone a major
democratic transformation, sparked by the civil rights move-
ment and the rise of other, new forms of African-American

_politics and struggle. We are well into what C. Vann Woodward

MicuakL DawsoN
University oF CHICAGO

'l present you with several, major questions that are
facing researchers in our area. Miuch more theoretical and
empirical work is needed to determine how the increas-
ingly complex patterns of race, gender and class are
influencing micro-level political decision-making, the
organization of politics in several different kinds of com-
munities, and ideclogical debates within communities,
between commumnities and the nation as a whole. How does
political, economic, and social information flow into
oppressed communities? To what degree are indigenous
information sources important, aliernative media? How are
cues processed and ranked from national elites to op-
pressed communities, community organizations and
grassroots organizations? B we had answers to these
questions we would have not only a more representative
social science but also a much more accurate social

. science, able to capture much more of American political
reality than we currently do.

Hanes WaALTON
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

It’s time for political scientists to think hard about
how and why the concepts and the methodologies inform-
ing race relations research don’t seern to capture and to
appreciate fully the impact of factors that seem obviously
important. What I have in mind here, for instance, is the
puzzle of research which reports that race was not a factor
in Tom Bradley’s defeat to become elected Govemnor of
Califomnia, or research which reports that the events at
Howard Beach and Bensonhurst had no impact - at least
any impact that can be detected through behavioral
methodologies -—on the outcome of the mayoral race
which elected David Dinkins mayor of New York City.
We need to be as thoughtful as possible in evaluating such
findings as these, and perhaps develop more appropriate
techniques and approaches for understanding the often
elusive ways in which race shapes politics.

Eric FONER
Corumaia UNIVERSITY

A great unexamined area in the history of Afro-
American politics is the nature of political activity in the
post-Reconstruction era, from 1877 to disenfranchisement.
We know something about black Congressmen and
patronage holders, but abmost nothing about black participa-
tion in the Readjuster, Populist, and other such movements,
as well as the daily workings of Republican party politics at
the Iocal level. What kind of leaders emerged after Recon-
struction, how did they operate in the changed political
climate? Perhaps work-in-progress on the period by Steven
Hahn and Leon Litwack will help to answer these ques-
tions.

BERNARD GROFMAN —
UNivErsITY OF CALIFORNIA AT IRVINE
CHANDLER DAVIDSON

Rice UNIVERSITY

In our opinion, there are four “generations of basic
questions,” so to speak, concerning African-American
voting rights. By that we mean the underlying questions
that have concerned researchers over time. Related to these
questions are more specialized issues which are quite
important in their own right and which we can now begin
thinking seriously about because we know as much as we
do about some of the basic questions.

The first, basic question that was asked, and that has
been answered, is: what are the consequences of changes in
the rules of the American electoral game for African-
American exercise of the franchise? The second, basic
question, also largely answered, has been: what are the
consequences of rules changes for African-American
descriptive representation, that is, for the number of Black
Elected Officials?

The third, basic question, one that has only recently
been asked, is: What is the extent to which minority elected
officials now function as non-discriminated part of the
political process? We have a lot of single-city studies, but
we need an experimental design to understand the conse-
quences in hundreds of jurisdictions of shifts from at-
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large to district-based elections. One good cut at this
issue was Protest Is Not Enough, by Rufus Browning,
Dale Rogers Marshall, and David Tabb, (The University
of California Press, 1984). But this study ends fairly early
after what we call the “political incorporation” of the late
1960s and early 1970s. We need to do more of the kind of
work done in James Button's Blacks and Social Change
(Princeton University Press, 1989) which extends the
analysis of political incorporation up to 1985. We need to
know a lot more about the long-run effects of political
incorporation. Finally, the fourth, basic
question is almost a
complete unknown:
how much has the

RicHARD VALELLY
Massacruserts InsTrruTe oF TECHNOLOGY
SWARTHMORE COLLEGE

Political scientists interested in the issues we treat
here in this issue ought to be reading a neglected classic,
W.EB. Du Bois’s 1935 masterpiece, Black Reconstruction
in America. Although quite long and sometimes hard
reading, it is an intellectual tour-de-force - an act of sheer
transcendence of the racist historiography and social
ience of Du Bois’s time. Key figures in the
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queries, there are several, ‘ stration that the Emancipation

important issues that we can now Proclamation was in key respects

contemplate because we know answers 1o the first and
second of the basic questions noted above. We don’t have
answers to these questions, but we can start getting to work
on themn. These include: What are the conditions of
successful, cross-minority coalitions? What have been the
consequences of new remedies and procedures, beyond
district-based voting, which have been put into place in
about two dozen jurisdictions? These include cumulative
voting and lirnited voting. How do we know when these
kinds of remedies are justified? Have some of the
methods that have been used to increase representation
had unintended costs for participation qua voter
turnout?

forced upon Lincoln by the collective, self-emancipatory
action of much of the enslaved African-American popula-
tion. His analysis places the woodblock we use here in
rather jronic light. Tt anticipates in several ways the new
social science of social movernents that has emerged in the
past decade. Fortanately, his book has j Just been reissued in
paperback by the Atheneum press and is now widely
available,




