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EDUCATION 
 

University of California, Irvine Expected 2023 
Doctor of Philosophy: Sociology 
Dissertation. Promises Broken: Lives Stolen in Systems of Enslavement 
Field Examinations. Social Networks and Race & Ethnicity 

 
University of California, Irvine December 2020 

Master of Arts: Sociology 
Fellow. Center for Networks & Relational Analysis 
  

The Ohio State University, Columbus May 2017 
Bachelor of Science: Industrial and Systems Engineering   
with Honors Research Distinction  
Minors. Economics and Music    
  

RESEARCH INTERESTS 
 

Stratification, Race, Economic Sociology, Political Economy, Historical Sociology 
 
MEMBERSHIP 

 
International Sociological Association  Spring 2023 - 

 
California Faculty Association  Winter 2022 - 

Service Employees Industrial Union [SEIU], AFL–CIO, Local 1983 
and American Association of University Professors  

 
American Sociological Association  Fall 2019 - 

 
University of California Academic Workers Union Fall 2017 - 

The International Union: United Automobile, Aerospace, 
and Agricultural Implement Workers of America [UAW], AFL–CIO, Local 2865  

 

PRESENTATIONS 
 

“Conflating Terms: Fighting Human Trafficking While Ignoring Modern Slavery.” 
ASA. Systems of Power and Oppression: August 19, 2023 
Race, Labor and Education Roundtable  

 
“The Persistence of Modern Forms of Slavery in the Global Economy.” 

ASA. Inequality, Poverty and Mobility Roundtable August 8, 2022 
Chair: Matt Huffman December 2, 2021 
Edward Telles, Yang Su, Rachel Goldberg and 
Yousuf Al-Bulushi: Dissertation Advancement Committee, UC Irvine  

 

Social Science Tower 434  
Irvine, CA 92697 

lawsonjs@uci.edu 
(937) 623 6842 

 

mailto:lawsonjs@uci.edu


“Understanding Corporate CEO Compensation.” 
ASA. Economic Sociology: Organizations and Institutions Roundtable August 7, 2020 

 
“Exploring Trends in Corporate CEO Compensation.” 

Department of Sociology, UC Irvine April 25, 2019 
 

“Engineering Out Systematic Oppression: Disenfranchisement, Discrimination, and 
Solutions for Election Systems.” 

Theodore Allen and Ramteen Sioshansi: Thesis Defense Committee, Ohio State  April 14, 2017 
Richard J. and Martha D. Denman Undergraduate Research Forum  March 29, 2017 

 
TEACHING 

 
Lecturer, California State University, Fullerton 

Statistics for the Social Sciences (Soci 303) Fall Semester, 2022 
Statistics for the Social Sciences (Soci 303) Spring Semester, 2022 

 
Associate Instructor, University of California, Irvine 

Introduction to Sociology (Soc 1) Summer Session II, 2023 
 

Teaching Assistant, University of California, Irvine 
Sociology of Sexuality (Soc 64) Spring Quarter, 2023 
Business Decisions (Soc 138/Econ 148) Winter Quarter, 2023 
Probability and Statistics (Soc/Anthro 10A) Summer Session I, 2022 
Social Problems (Soc 3) Spring Quarter, 2022 
Race and Ethnicity (Soc 63/SPPS 70A) Winter Quarter, 2022 
Probability and Statistics (Soc/Anthro 10A) Fall Quarter, 2021 
Social Problems (Soc 3) Spring Quarter, 2021 
Introduction to Sociology (Soc 1) Winter Quarter, 2021 
Probability and Statistics (Soc/Anthro 10A) Summer Session I, 2020 
Probability and Statistics (Soc Sci 10C) Spring Quarter, 2020 
Probability and Statistics (Soc Sci 10B) Winter Quarter, 2020 
Social Problems (Soc 3) Fall Quarter, 2019 
Probability and Statistics (Soc/Anthro 10C) Spring Quarter, 2019 
Business Decisions (Econ 148/Soc 138) Winter Quarter, 2019 
Probability and Statistics (Econ 15B) Fall Quarter, 2018 
Probability and Statistics (Soc/Anthro 10C) Spring Quarter, 2018 
Probability and Statistics (Soc/Anthro 10B) Winter Quarter, 2018 
Business Decisions (Econ 148/Soc 138) Fall Quarter, 2017 

  

RESEARCH WORK 
 
Research Assistant to Michael T. Heaney and Dana R. Fisher Los Angeles, 2020-2021 

• Distributed and collected electronic and paper surveys on political beliefs 

• Sampled protestors following the murder of George Floyd and Women’s March  
 

Unpaid Research Assistant to Carter Butts UC Irvine, Summer 2017 - Winter 2018 

• Analysis of Twitter text data via R software in the context of disasters 

• Literature review and research of related techniques 
 

Unpaid Research Assistant to Andrew Martin Ohio State, Summer 2016 - Winter 2017 

• Collected data on publicly traded companies and strikes 

• Gathered data on strikes and newspaper coverage 
 

Research Assistant to Theodore Allen Ohio State, Summer 2016 

• Voting resources allocation software verification 

• Literature review and research 



 
Unpaid Research Assistant to Michelle Oyakawa Ohio State, Summer 2016 

• Transcribed interview data for principal use 
 

COMMUNITY WORK 
 
2022 Co-Organizer of the largest Academic Worker Unfair Labor Practice Strike in 

United States History: 48,000 Academic Workers at the University of California in 
UAW Locals 5810, 2865, and Student Researchers United-UAW 

2022 Acting UAW Delegate to the Orange County Labor Federation, AFL–CIO  
2022 Congressional Campaign 
2021 UC Student-Workers’ Union (UAW 2865), Irvine: Steward 
2021 Science Policy and Advocacy Network (NSPN), Irvine Chapter Cofounder 
2019-2021 UC Student-Workers’ Union (UAW 2865), Irvine: Unit Chair 
2019-2021 Sociology Graduate Student Association Mentorship Committee 
2019 SAT Instructor, XceptionalPrep 
2019 Greenpeace Canvasser 
2018 Congressional Campaign 
2017-2019 UC Student-Workers’ Union (UAW 2865), Irvine: Head Steward 
2017 OSUDivest Campaign, aimed at Ohio State Undergraduate Student Government 
2016 Fellow for Community Change, Ohio Student Association (Ohio Organizing 

Collaborative) 
2016 Self-employed Mathematics and Statistics Tutor  
2015-2017 Undergraduate Economics Society 
2014-2017 Aletheia Philosophy Club, Capital University 
2013-2017 A Day in the Life of a Buckeye, Mentor 
2013-2017 Ohio State Men’s Glee Club, Historian Chair 
2013-2017 Second-year Transformation Experience Program, Ambassador, Student Advisory 

Council 
 

SCHOLARSHIPS, GRANTS, AND FELLOWSHIPS 
  

2022 University of California, Irvine, Sociology, Summer Fellowship ($3,000) 
2021 National Science Policy Network Chapter Development Fund Microgrant ($225) 
2021 University of California, Irvine, Sociology, Summer Fellowship ($5,000) 
2020 University of California, Irvine, Associate Dean Fellowship ($7,000) 
2020 University of California, Irvine, Sociology, Summer Fellowship ($1,400) 
2019 University of California, Irvine, Sociology, Summer Fellowship ($1,700) 
2018 University of California, Irvine, Sociology, Summer Fellowship ($1,500) 
2017-2023 University of California, Irvine, Six-Year Teaching Assistant Award ($232,698 in 

total)  
2015 Norman Staiger Men’s Glee Club Scholarship, $400 
2015-2016 President’s Affordability Grant, $1,000/year, two years 
2014 Second Year Transformational Experience Program Fellowship, $2,000 
2014-2016 Scarlet and Gray Grant, $4,000/year, two years 
2012-2016 Trustees Merit Scholarship, Ohio State, $1,800/year, three years 
2012 Tipp City Seniors, $1,000 
2012 Troy Foundation, $1,350 
2012 Veterans of Foreign Wars of Ohio Charities, $1,000  
2012 Burger King / McLamore Foundation, $1,000 
2012 Robert Nessle Memorial Scholarship, $600 
2012 Butler-Wells Scholarship Fund, $2,000 
2012 Brent Clendening Scholarship, $300  
2012 Bethel Music Boosters, $500 
2012 Bethel Local School District, $530.23 
2012 Bethel Alumni Association, $750 

 
 



 
 
AWARDS 
 

2012-2017 Engineering Honors Program 
2014-2016 Dean’s List, Various Semesters 
2012 John Phillips Sousa High School Band Award 

 

CORPORATE EXPERIENCE 
 

Supply Chain Corporate Intern Hexion Inc. Columbus, Ohio, Summer 2015  
 

Packaging Engineering Intern American Honda Troy, Ohio, Summer 2014  
 

TECHNOLOGY 
 

Microsoft Office, Access, Canvas, STATA, SPSS, R Studio, SQL, Gretl, DATA Decision Tool, Visio, 
Arena (Rockwell Automation), Arkieva, Minitab, TOPS, SOLIDWORKS, Timer Pro, AMPL, 
MATLAB, C, C++ 


