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hen Muscavites 
poured into the 
s t l e e t s ~ 2 0 t o  
W t h e  attempt 
ed coup d'6tat. 
gaydvist6taok 
their places on 

the barricades and a t  the copy machines 
Several thousand d t h e  resistance fighters' 
leafleh which were passed through the 
crowds and pasted on buildings were 
stamped with the word Tcmcr. the name of 
the Soviet gay newspaper. 

'The T m  s u m p  was our trademark: 
explains the newvspapeh editor, Roman 
Kalinin, who. uith four other activists, type 
set ,  reproduced, and distributed the 
leatlets 'I think people recognrzed it- they 
know what Tnna is" The  newspaper 
became famous late last year when i t  was 
attacked by the national p r e s  led by the 
fonner Communist party daily Pmvda, as 
the mouthpiece of hecrophiliacs zoophil- 
ics arld pederasts" 

The attack on Trrna served as a prelude 
to a J-muary decree by Soviet President 
Mikhail Corbachev that established the 
Commission on Public Morality, known in 
the \*ernacularas the Morals Police, which 
targeted a number of p u p s  and publica- 
tions. ilicluding T m .  a s  purveyors of 
I H I I ~ I ( I ~ - A O ~ ~ .  The lenders oft he attempted 
coup pic.ketl up the causeof morality. declar- 
inc in nne of their first public statements 
that "the ilnmoral elemelit threatens 
st:~bility." 

111 :IIIOI~C!. mo\-c. that put activisa on 
1tc11icc1. Ministry of Health officials came to 
I he Moscc~u. .A I IlSclinic on thc f i r s t  day of 
the ronp aittl cicmvnded a list of clients. ac- 
cuinlinr[ to Mcmrn~' A \  DS adi\*ist Gennadv 
-Rmhlcpkin. The clinic staff handed over a 
list of HIV-~uisitive patients and predicted 
all i~nmir~ent  clllarantilie effort. says 
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Soviet Queers Fight Coup 
Gay Newspaper Became Printing Plant for Russian Resistance 

gests as one of the possible reasons for 
gay prominence in the~ticatpcAort."But 
it's the usual story: Ca-ys are making 
history, but no one knows i t r  

Sevenl times during the coup, gay ae- 
tivists considered masures to advance gay 
visibility in the resistance beyond the T m  
stamp on the fliers %considered issuing 
a proclamation on gays" says Kalinin, B u t  
decided it wvas not the time to attract atten- 
tion to this issue. to dlaw distinctions and 
potentially to give the communists o \bay to  
discredit the resistancem 

DlM~CRACY 
'I have a1wd.y~ said that democrats do not 
make distinctiol~s- says Kalinin. stressing 
that the issue of sexuality \{.as not para- 
mount for ray iicti\-ists during the coup.  
We a1-e not askinr fur a*-anis for \{-hat 
we've bren tloilrg. Democrrdcy \\ill  be i ts  
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Roshupkin. 
On the street the next day, thc e v i s t s  

picked up a copy of a handwritten trm- 
script of Russian president Boris Yeltsids 
all to arms and decided to  q x d  the d. 
Spmkingby telephone fnnn Moscorrr hours 
befo the coup ended on Aug. 21, gay ac- 
t i v i s t L  d, 'My apsrbwnt  
has been t&ed into p-ly the most ad- 
vanced underground printing p h t  in 
Moscow right now< 

Boellstofl, an American. serves as the 
Moscow representative of the Sur Fran- 
cixo-based International Gay and Lcsbian 
Human Rights Commission. His rpart- 
ment houses Tcmcz's equipment-a copy 
machine, Macintosh computer, and laser 
printer-bought by U.S organizPtionsand 
delivered to Moscow just weeks&r by 
the commission. which held the Soviet 
Union's first r a y  and lesbian conference in 

i Moscow July 29 to Aug. 1. Aocording to I mi1 re\\-~td. I !ndcr clemtnrtic rule we will 
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BoellstorfT, in the 24 hoursbdow the end 
of thecoup, the five men maderbaut4,000 
copies of Yeltsin's decree and prelwred a 
special edition of T m .  

W e  didn't have time to diitribute Ule 
estradit ion of Tettla, because it mas ready 
at  3 in the afternoon on the21~t.~ahalfhour 
before pro-democracy fortes claimed vic- 
tory, says fialitiin. 'I'm very happy that it 
hsppenecl that \r.;ty." 

he able to do our work: 
"I'm cautiously vptimistic that  the  

w a t e r  potvew fiven the republics and the 
new tlemoclwtic ~)lucess *-ill eelihalice gay 
mtl lesbian ;ic~i\ists'ahility to olyanize and 
nrvke c-eatcl. FI rides in  the effon to repeal 
d o m y  la\vs." ap-ees Russ Cage. commis- 
sion pmgrams cmrdinator He points to the 
~n-omi.w of sl)eetiier l-efonns as an indica- 
tion that thc ne\v ~wlirl c d e  of the Russian 
~.el,utilic. which in cllaft form does not in- 

SOME REGRETS 1 c.l~ltit. I hv l;~\r- ;~p;licizi cc~lisctix~t:~l p:ly male 
'In hiliclsiqht. I see some misukes" in I scsr. tti:~,v ,re$ i c l ~ a l  a.tli.c.~ * I I I I ~ .  

the \\.a? ;~ctivists approached the I ..Ilk h;it.tI st) fill,  i 4 1  t ( a l l  what Ycltsin is 
resista11c.e. aclliiits lialinin. T h e r e  were I like." ~ y s  L l i t ~ i n .  c.t.tit~ing thv tiole of re. 
so many gay liirli on the barricades th i~t  1 sc11.vc.d c~l~\iniizltt. ..!(tit I lte Mot.al:: Police 
use (.~JIII(I  I~ ; I \T*  c ~ r ~ n i z e d  a cay squ:~cl. ~ r ~ i l l f : ~ l l : ~ ~ i : ~ ~ ~ t  l f ~ t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t - i s ~ ~ ~ i t t ~ t ~ ~ l > ~ ~ f ~ ~ r t h e r  
But i[  : I I I  It;~l~itt-~ied loo fast -thank i ; t , ~ l  i ~ M ~ I W ~ ~ ~ I I I  1,111 ~ f i f ' ~ : ~ \ . s .  i t  \ \ . i l l  I IV  rr-ithi11 the law. 
for I  ha^:' i \Vt-c.;lci r ~ ' i t  I ~ S : : I I I I ~ : I I ! : : : I ; I ~ ~ ~  I'~.c~ni ;i~~c*lc-ctc.cl 

The f;~c.c..: of gays \r.ho had ~yarticil,;~tccl ; ~ t ~ v ( ~ ~ . t i ~ t t t ~ n i  I I I . I I~ \ I .  !II ;III  froni the. cc~t~i-  
in t h e p y  ;lnd lesbian mnferenceap~wnmd 1 ttl\~~iist.s. r r t ~ t l  c.*111111 ;lt.l.e>st you. kill VQU. (lo 
rc1,eateclly 111 the Cable News Net.\\*ork ( \vh;~tc*vc.r 111t-\ .  \ ~ ; I I I I  \r ' itli you. We are \ \ i l l -  
fuotapc of thc resislance fiphters. "I 
think that ;IS a result of the conference. 

ing to \vol.k \\.it11 111,- II(.\V Kcivemment 01. 

r\.ork r~a in5 t  t hcgovc-r11mc11t. as long a s  it 
peolile frel IIIOI-c liberaled," krlinin sup- is rvitltin t l i t .  f~-;~~nc.rr.<lrk of the Iarv." 
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