e i 2

3

JOUREAL

OF THE - :

PREISTAN . RISTORICAL SOCIET

Vol, XXI  _ Part IV

October 1973

(N THIS ISSUE

The; Dzccani Syathesis in Old Hyderabadiz An Historiographic Essay
Thn Khzldon’s Study of Physical Environment

Some Less Enown Persian Poets of 9th Cex;-fury H.

Studies in the History of the Sshacans

Modernisation of Local Government in Pakistan

PAKISTAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
30 NEW KARACHI HOUSING SOCIETY
RARACHI-S

. PHE DECCANI SYNTHESIS IN OLD HYDERABAD:.
: AN HISTORIOGRAPHIC ESSAY

" D, KAREN LEONARD

A “Deccani synthesis” has long been postulated by historians
of the Decean region of India ;1 it has received new importance
in the context of Indian nationalism and efforts towards national
integration. An historical synthesis of Muskim and Hindu culture
has been found in the Deccan under the fourtecnth ceatary
Bahmani dynasty and during the reign of the last Nizam of
Hyderabad in the swentieth century. We find statements like
the following . . . .

“The gulf between the conqueroes and the conguered generally

- maintained by the Muslims of the north did not exist at all
: 'in {be south.”"2 Co S
© "o the whole Deccan where social and religious synthesis
" was so perfect...that it became a firm foundation for the
" Indian Nationalism to grow and build itself into a prodigious
\"foree against the British imperialism.”3? :

The theme of synthesis, then, has received popular support.
It has played a rolein twentieth century Hyderabad and Indian
© 1 Some historians of the Deccan have simply presented chronological poli-
tical parrative, by passing cultural and social issues. A pood example is Yusuf
Husaia Khan, The First Nizam (Bombay, 2ad ed., 1963} ; another is M. Rama
Rao, Glimpses of Pakkan History (Bombay, 1951). Ths latter planned 2
second volume on society apd culture but it never materialized.

2 Iftikhar Ahmad Ghauri, “Kingship in the Sultanates of Bijapur and Gol-

conda, “Islamie Cufrure”™ XLVENo. 1 (Jaguary 1972}, 50. This article appears
in two parts, the first as cited pages 39-32; the second, on Goleonda, in Vaol.

XI.Ni, No. 2, pp- 137-151. .
3 S.K. Sinha, Ancienf Deccan, (Hyerabad, 1970), p. 34,
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allegedly composit
proposed t
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‘Nizam’s Hyderabad. But
has defined “gynthesis” and then investigated the

in any one of these cases or {he
in any of these

and Bidary and the

t elements represented

ial composition of the groups participating
e cultures. That is, no criteria has beel

e or absence of a cultural

Rather, historians tave simply cited instances of
p, failing to separate cultural patternd

re in their discussions.! Thus the following
Khan Sherwani, the best-known
¢ of the theme, tO conclude that the Eabmani dynasty
of Hipdu-Muslim syntbesis :
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powed Istamic influences.?
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at stightly 4ifferent approac
o them Jeads to confusion,
akes the distinction
gherwani, The Bahina
+ Sherwani ja the most proti
gystematic description and analysi
The intention is not to criticize his work
other wrkters as oyer-romantic oB the
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criticism of others, 5¢8 his footuote terming Dr.
Bunyad f_'interesting though rather povelesgue. ...
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. 4 mic Cults - inisirative Set.
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.J.w nhammad Qutb Sha (Eg pp. 235-248. See also hp;:f - 127-141, continued
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; uri, 7] ii’]"’ﬁh' R ph‘." .9, it zlso
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enthusiasm for ‘thiz theme. Siddiqui
Qutb Shah, o whoin
ant of Hindus and chief
Urdu, wWas & bigoted ghi‘e and anti-Sunai,

and therefore pro-foreignet and anti-Deceart.! Wwithout working

out the contradictions implicit in the previous gtatepments, Siddiqui
to refer to the reign of this Qultan: “these royal
ere evenly affected towards both the Islamic and
d from the fusion of the two there Sprang
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content of Qutb Shahi culture, the 1apguages of its transmission,
and the social composition of the groups participating in it. He
has further failed to analyze tbe selationship of culture to politics.
Most bistorians writing on the Qutb Shahis have accepted the
idea of a synthesis because of pationalist semtiments and bave
relied upon the Hiadu ministers and/or Telugs mistresses of rulers
to support their assertions; the story of . Bhagmati, & Teluga
dancing girl who may have inspired the founding of Hyderabad

city, is invariably cited.3
The theme of Deccapi—foreigner ©
better, for at jeast bistorians bave tried
aflict at differeat points in history.
the Bahmani kingdom,
had come 10 Daulataba

detziled material belies his
that Sultan Mubammad Quit

raveals
as the most toler

most writers point
patron of Deccani
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the local traditions an
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onflict has fared somewhat
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Professor Sherwani
defining Dakhanis
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in <o
applied this analysis to
as “northerners” who

R——

1 Sidoiqui, History of Golcunda, Pp. 344-346.
2 giddiqui, History of Golcunda, 9. 385.

3 giddiqui, History of Golcunda, DB 230-233, 244-251, 157, 538, 3897
tarya Shastry. The Siory of Akanna and Maodanna, {Macres, 1927}
The Landmarks of the Deccar, {Hydersbad 1927/, pp.
10, 17. 153, The “Cultural Activities" section of IFslamic Culture, wVil. No. 4
(October. 1953), BD. 434455, discuzses the Bhagmalti story. and Professor
Sherwani presenis Lis theory about it in am eppendix, TP 135.146, of Mulam-

mad Quit Qath Shah. The mott extreme version appears in 5. K. Sinka,
Anclent Decear, where he &5ks * *Could there be a greater monument to love
ot for that maties, {o the social status 2 Dravidian wife gnjoyed 77 0 B %) 7

Vedam Venks
‘g, A, Asgat Bitgrami,
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However, another € major cause of disruptj confiicts betweepn
Writer has separated the Og;f;ﬂje kingdom.2

; Jabshis from the
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Mauiki groups iy H‘?Jmumty, in fact, and the | only to fetiong
continuations of, o Ye srabad State canpot poss§éﬁr Mulki—nog-

ven comparable to, thege‘ ;Z ?e viewed as
rliies groups-

i She:’waﬁj
, B, ; .
2 B K %ﬂfwii?"’”;“' PB. 223226, 240.243, 3¢5
VI 22, “Som » £40-243, 365-3
}‘.xVAL Ne. 1 (fanuar Qﬂ Aspeets of Bahmapi 67,
3 Dr Raki ¥, 1954), Pp. 27, 33 ani Cultyre Xy 2
I him ud-Dip K ESFREEN ’ emic Culty
a nl ain L re,
(& special issue of Sab & al, “Dakiar Zor-ghaichy
4 Siddiqui, Hisror as] {Hyderabad 1963) ; i—w?&’ag-', in Fidoar-i-z,
s s HROry of G ' - Pp. 53- Sar--Zor,
this throughout, Sea al'.:s O;Eiz.’rda, and Rao, Glimpse 5
(I;oadoy;_ 1964), p. 44 uhammad Sadig Hj‘”é‘ of Dukican History, do
Reeent regen ‘ ' ory of Urd ¥ :
o rch dissertti # Literaty
gafena] * Joha Richards:rmons or Golcunda and 5ij; -
h. D. of 1970 : Rl’chapd on GOlCunda, UﬂiVe,- ) ljapur may coﬂtal‘g used
of 1972, - 54 Ezton on Eilam: sity of Californ; ul
ljapar, Usiversity of Wi mia, Berkeley
B sl iscons‘inn Pb D’
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the failure to rclzite the theme

vet another problem has been

of conflict to the theme of cultural synthesis explicitly ; the
‘existence of a Deccani potlitical faction has simply been taken as
further proof of a Deccani cultural synthesis. '

The third theme, the development of Deccani Urdu, has been
ment underlying the Deccani cultural

ireated as the basic ele

This dialect of Urdu was derived largely from Punjabi,

s from Marathi and two Dravidian vernaculars,
that patromage of

Telugu and Tarnil. Some writers maintain

Deccani Urdu was an official policy of Muhammad Tuaghlug, the
Bahmanis, and the five successor gtates.] This assertion has been
linked with the Deccani—foreigner conflict to support the idea

THE DECCANI SYNTHESS iN

synthesis.
with borrowing

he partt of
a strong

of a synthesis. _
' and things foreign {ont
it was

This dislike of foreigners
the Bahmani Dakhani party] must have acted as
incentive to the cultivation of their owa language.
partly due 10 this sense of national solidarity that the rulers
in the south had sirong afiliations with their  Hindu
same author has admitted

subjects.”?
his argument, the
ccani Urdu literature was

Unfortunately for
.the Bahmani coniribution 1o De

ulers of Golconda, Deccani Urdu
The dialect’s

that
“pegligible”.
Even uader the Qutb Shahir
was not systematically paﬁronized.
popuiarity &s s attgined
Quli Qutb Shah, who ruled from
“pyakiar Zor,” in Yadgar-i-Zor, pp- 53-54,
Cither equations o

1 For example, Kamal,

3 Sadiq, Urdu Literarusre, p. 45.
Urdu in the Deccan with a unigue Deccani. culiure have been mi
or, Dakni Adab ki Tarikh, (Delbi, p. ¢ 19
51), and by Siddiqui,

Mohi ud Dio Qadri Z
Dasraﬂ-i-Adab-i-Hafdum
Goleunda, PP 374-382.

ih, pp- 10, 46-55.

3 Sadiq, Urds Literature, p. 44,
4 ;Shcr_wa_ni,_Sulfq{llMuEiammad Qupb Sha

bad, (Hyderabad, 19

creutest
2 medium for poetry Wa under Muhammad
1580 to 16129 and the frst

f the development of
ade by Syed
59}, and hie
History of



court; there is in fact little

further evidence of Quib Shah
batronage of Deccani Urdu.2

In Hyderabad S'tate, the Urdu literary activity of the late
nineteenth centwry did not revive Deccani Urda,
of Urdyu under royal pair

onage
Indian Urdy literary develop

build upon &ny Deceani herjt
conti

The flowering
ther was directly tied to North:
ments and did pot emphasize or

age.d A kind of Deccani Urdy did
Bue {0 be spoken at lower levels of the Deecani Muslim

comaunities, but that dialect could pet claim to be the literary
vehicle of a Deecani culture that was a syntitesis of Muslim and
Hindy clements.4 The there of the development of Deccani
Urdu, then, hag severe limitations, both intrinsically and  when
used {0 support the idea of a Deccapj synthesis over time. '
We must conclude that thege
synthesis, persistent Deccani—
of Deccani Urdu—hav

locking keys to Deceani
defined,

three themes—ihe Deceani
foreigner, a

nd the development
¢ not been well

-substantiated as the inter-

¥ Served as the b
political and cultura] movement :
Hyderabad., Thi

belief in 2 Decca

asis of a twentieth century
the Auiks
§ was primarily a culty
ui synthesis and research

movement in
ral movement, based ogn
on Deccani Urdu,S but

———

1 Sadig, Urdy Literature, p. 50,
2 Biddiqui notes some later [itera
3 Ram Baby Saksens, History
pp. 187-204,

4 Con!emz}orary Decesni Urda hasg besn studied by lingaists,
‘Ruth L. Schraidt, “a Structural Analysis of Hyderabadi
published dissertas

ture : Histery of Goleunda, pp. 379-382.
of Urdu Literaturs, (Allahabad, 1927),

recently by
Dakhini Urdu,” un-

ity Urdu professor, Dr

, Dr. Zor, the mavement wag
-Adbiyz‘it-i Urdy,

or Aiwaa-i Urdy, This research
(Continusd on Fage 213)
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The Hyderabad F:zi(:gf ileﬁdmg nobles and cm(ci?]derabad, 1902), with
Studies XXX, No. 3 cal System and itz p f-"s See also may apj
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