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EDUCATION 

Ph.D. (Sociology), University of Washington.  2001. 
Major in demography, minor in statistical methods. 

    
M.A. (Sociology), University of Washington.  1997. 

A.B. (Government), Harvard/Radcliffe College.  1981. 
 
CURRENT POSITION 

Assistant Professor of Sociology and Research Associate, Center for Research on Immigration, 
Population, and Public Policy.  2001-present.  University of California, Irvine.   

 
GRANTS 

Russell Sage Foundation.  2004.  “Immigration and Intergenerational Mobility in Metropolitan Los 
Angeles.” Co-Investigator, $1.7 million.  Helped write and revise grant proposal, developed first and 
subsequent drafts of survey instrument, involved in data cleaning and analysis, wrote or co-authored 
books, articles, chapters and research reports. 

 
Center for Studies in Higher Education, UC-Berkeley.  2002.  “How Minority Students Choose Colleges 

in the Wake of Initiative 200.” Principal investigator, $7,500.  
 
Russell Sage Foundation.  2002.  “Immigration and Intergenerational Mobility in Metropolitan Los 

Angeles” (pilot study).  Co-investigator, $136,000. 
 
Russell Sage Foundation.  2001-2003.  “The Suburban Experience.” Co-investigator with Avery M. 

Guest, $10,000.  
 
Department of Housing and Urban Development.  2000.  “Isolation and the Enclave: The Presence and 

Variety of Strong Ties Among Immigrants.”  Dissertation grant, $15,000. 
 
 
FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS 

University of Washington.  1998.  Departmental award for outstanding performance in achievement of the 
master of arts degree.  Thesis title: “Assimilation Patterns of Asians in Seattle.” 

University of Washington.  1995-1997.  Two-year NICHD fellowship with the Department of Sociology 
and Center for Studies in Demography and Ecology. 

Coro Foundation, St. Louis.  1981-82.  Nine-month fellowship studying public affairs. 
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PUBLICATIONS  
 

Books 
 
Wierzbicki, Susan.  2004.  Beyond the Immigrant Enclave: Network Change and Assimilation.  New 

York: LFB Scholarly Publishing. 
 

Major articles and chapters 
 
Brown, Susan K., and Frank D. Bean. “Post-9/11 International Science and Engineering Graduate 

Enrollments in the United States: An Example of National Security Trade-offs?” In Immigration 
Policy after 9/11: U.S. and European Perspectives, edited by Terri Givens, David Leal and Gary P. 
Freeman (accepted, publisher TBD). 

Brown, Susan K., Frank D. Bean, Mark Leach, and Rubén G. Rumbaut.  “The Implications Among 
Mexicans of Legalization and Naturalization for Human Capital Acquisition in the Second 
Generation.”  In The Next Generation: Immigrant Youth and Families in Comparative Perspective, 
edited by Richard D. Alba, Katherine Newman, and Mary C. Waters.  Ithaca, NY: Cornell University 
Press (forthcoming). 

Brown, Susan K.  2007.  “Delayed Spatial Assimilation: Multi-Generational Incorporation of the 
Mexican-Origin Population in Los Angeles.”  City & Community 6: forthcoming. 

Van Hook, Jennifer, Susan K. Brown, and Frank D. Bean.  2006.  “For Love or Money? Welfare Reform 
and Immigrant Naturalization.”  Social Forces 85 (2): forthcoming.  

Brown, Susan K., and Frank D. Bean.  “Immigration Policy.”  In The Blackwell Encyclopedia of 
Sociology, edited by George Ritzer.  Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing (forthcoming). 

Bean, Frank D., Susan K. Brown, Mark Leach, Jim Bachmeier, Leo R. Chávez, Louis DeSipio, Rubén G. 
Rumbaut, Jennifer Lee, and Min Zhou.  2006.  How Pathways to Legal Status and Citizenship Relate 
to Immigrant Children’s Economic Attainment.  Washington, D.C.: Pew Hispanic Center.  
Forthcoming. 

Brown, Susan K.  2006.  “Structural Assimilation Revisited: Mexican-Origin Nativity and Cross-Ethnic 
Primary Ties.”  Social Forces 85 (1): 75-92. 

Bean, Frank D., Susan K. Brown, Mark Leach, and Rubén G. Rumbaut.  2006.  “Naturalización de los 
inmigrantes mexicanos y escolaridad en la segunda generación.”  Pp. 113-122 in Migración México - 
Estados Unidos.  Implicaciones y retos para ambos países, edited by Elena Zúñiga Herrera, Jesús 
Arroyo Alejandre, Agustín Escobar Latapí, and Gustavo Verduzco Igartúa.  Mexico City: Consejo 
Nacional de Población; U. de Guadalajara; CIESAS, Casa Juan Pablos; El Colegio de México. 

Bean, Frank D., Susan K. Brown, and Rubén G. Rumbaut.  2006.  “Mexican Immigrant Political and 
Economic Incorporation.”  Perspectives on Politics 4: 309-313. 

Brown, Susan K., and Charles Hirschman.  2006.  “The End of Affirmative Action in Washington State 
and Its Effect on the Transition from High School to College.”  Sociology of Education 79: 106-130.  

Bean, Frank D., and Susan K. Brown.  2005.  “A Canary in the Mineshaft? International Graduate 
Enrollments in Science and Engineering in the United States.”  Proceedings, A Leadership Forum on 
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International Graduate Students in Science and Engineering and International Scientists and 
Engineers: A National Need and a National Opportunity, edited by Marshall Kaplan and Michael 
Gottfredson. The Merage Foundations and the University of California, Irvine. 

Brown, Susan K., and Frank D. Bean.  2005.  “International Migration,” pp. 347-382 in Handbook of 
Population, edited by Dudley L. Poston and Michael Micklin.  New York: Kluwer Academic 
Publishers. 

Guest, Avery M., and Susan K. Brown.  2005.  “Population Distribution and Suburbanization.”  Pp. 59-86 
in Handbook of Population, edited by Dudley L. Poston and Michael Micklin.  New York: Kluwer 
Academic Publishers. 

Bean, Frank D., Susan K. Brown, and Jennifer Lee.  2005.  “Immigration and Racial/Ethnic Relations in 
the U.S.”  People and Place 13: 1-13. 

Bean, Frank D., Gillian Stevens, and Susan Wierzbicki.  2003.  “The New Immigrants and Theories of 
Incorporation.”  Pp. 94-113 in America’s Newcomers and the Dynamics of Diversity. New York: 
Russell Sage Foundation (ASA Rose Monograph Series). 

Tanfer, Koray, Susan Wierzbicki and Betsy Payn.  2000.  “Why Are U.S. Women Not Using Long-
Acting Contraceptives?”  Family Planning Perspectives 32: 176-183. 

Burstein, Paul, and Susan Wierzbicki.  2000.  “Public Opinion and Congressional Action on Work, 
Family and Gender, 1945-1990,” Pp. 31-66 in Work & Family: Research Informing Policy, edited by 
Toby L. Parcel and Daniel B. Cornfield.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications Inc. 

Guest, Avery M., and Susan K. Wierzbicki.  1999.  “Social Ties at the Neighborhood Level: Two 
Decades of GSS Evidence.”  Urban Affairs Review 35: 92-111. 

 
Other publications 

 
Brown, Susan K., and Frank D. Bean.  2006. “Assimilation Models, Old and New: Explaining a Long-

Term Process.” Migration Information Source (special issue on the second generation). 
Washington, D.C.: Migration Policy Institute. http://www.migrationinformation.org/Feature/display.cfm?id=442 

 
Brown, Susan K.  2004.  “When Ties Don’t Bind.” Lead review essay (Fragmented Ties, by Cecilia 

Menjívar. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2000) in Contemporary Sociology: A Journal of 
Reviews 33: 399-401. 

 
Wierzbicki, Susan.  2001.  “Immigration and the Census.”  Pp. 397-400 in Encyclopedia of American 

Immigration, edited by James Ciment. Armonk, N.Y.: M.E. Sharpe, Inc. 

 

WORK IN PROGRESS  

Brown, Susan K., Frank D. Bean, and Rubén G. Rumbaut, editors.  The Immigrant Metropolis: The 
Dynamics of Intergenerational Mobility in Los Angeles and New York.  New York: Russell Sage 
Foundation.  (Nearing completion and tentatively scheduled for publication in late 2007.) 
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Brown, Susan K., and Frank D. Bean.  “The Metropolitan Context of U.S. Immigration: An Introduction 
to the Los Angeles And New York Cases.”  In The Immigrant Metropolis: The Dynamics of 
Intergenerational Mobility in Los Angeles and New York, edited by Susan K. Brown, Frank D. Bean 
and Rubén G. Rumbaut. 

 
Brown, Susan K., and Mark Leach.  “The Implications of Inter-metropolitan Mobility for the Study of 

Immigrant Incorporation.”  In The Immigrant Metropolis: The Dynamics of Intergenerational 
Mobility in Los Angeles and New York, edited by Susan K. Brown, Frank D. Bean and Rubén G. 
Rumbaut.  New York: Russell Sage Foundation. 

 
INVITED LECTURES 

“Delayed Spatial Assimilation of LA’s Mexican-Origin Population.”  Plenary session for the Summer 
Institute for International Migration, University of California, San Diego, June 2006.  

“Declines in International Graduate Enrollments in Science and Engineering in the United States.”  
Plenary session at the annual meeting of the Council of Graduate Studies, Palm Desert, CA, 
December 2005. 

“Multi-Generational Spatial Integration Among Mexicans in Metropolitan Los Angeles.”  University of 
Wisconsin, Department of Sociology, research seminar on race and ethnicity, September 2005. 

“IIMMLA Telephone Survey: Early Results” (With Frank D. Bean, Jennifer Lee and Min Zhou.) Special 
invited session of the annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, Philadelphia, August 
2005.  

“Gates Scholarships as a Natural Experiment: How They Affected the Ambitions of High School Seniors 
in Washington State.”  Center for Studies in Higher Education, University of California, Berkeley, 
May 2004. 

“Scholarships and the Educational Ambitions of High School Seniors”  (With Monica Trieu.)  University 
of Washington workshop on the Beyond High School project, Seattle, August 2003. 

“Inter- and Intra-Metropolitan Migration Patterns: Implications for Assessing Group Mobility in Los 
Angeles.”  (With Frank D. Bean, Mark Leach and Golnaz Komaie.)  Workshop on the Dynamics of 
Intergenerational Mobility, Russell Sage Foundation, New York, May 2003. 

 

PAPERS AND POSTERS AT PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS 

“Delayed Spatial Assimilation: Multi-Generational Incorporation of the Mexican-Origin Population in 
Los Angeles.”  American Sociological Association (ASA), Montreal, August 2006. 

“Intergenerational Residential Mobility Among Young Adults of Mexican Origin in Greater Los 
Angeles.”  (With Shila Patel.)  Population Association of America (PAA), Philadelphia, March 2005. 

“How Scholarships Affect the Educational Ambitions of High School Seniors: A Preliminary Evaluation 
of the Washington State Achievers Program.”  (With Monica Trieu.)  ASA, San Francisco, August 
2004. 

“Structural Assimilation Revisited: Nativity and Racial/Ethnic Homogeneity of Network Ties Among 
Immigrants.”  ASA, Atlanta, August 2003.  

"City-Suburb Differences in Multiethnic Residence and Status."  (With Golnaz Komaie.)  PAA, 
Minneapolis, May 2003. 
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“The Presence of Strong Ties Among Foreign- and Native-Born Angelenos.”  ASA, Chicago, August 
2002. 

“Flocking Together: Homophily in the Strong Ties of Immigrants.”  PAA, Atlanta, May 2002. 

“Student Awareness of Washington State’s Initiative on Affirmative Action.”  Pacific Sociological 
Association (PSA), Vancouver, B.C., April 2002. 

“The Class of 2000’s Attitudes Toward the Affirmative-Action Initiative in Washington State.”  ASA, 
Anaheim, CA, August 2001. 

“The Effect of Ending Affirmative Action on College Enrollments in Washington State: A Preliminary 
Assessment.”  (With Charles Hirschman.)  ASA, Washington D.C., August 2000.   

“Immigrant Isolation: The Presence and Number of Strong Ties Among Hispanics and Asians.”  PAA, 
Los Angeles, March 2000. 

“Social Ties at the Neighborhood Level: Two Decades of GSS Evidence.”  (With Avery M. Guest.)  
ASA, San Francisco, August 1998. 

“Why U.S. Women Are Not Using Long-Acting Contraceptives.”  (With Koray Tanfer and Betsy Payn.)  
PAA, Chicago, April 1998. 

 “The Assimilation of Asians in Seattle.”  PAA, Washington, D.C., March 1997.  (Working paper 
available on-line at http://csde.washington.edu/downloads/97-8.pdf .) 

 

RESEARCH AND TEACHING INTERESTS 
 
International migration Urban sociology Educational Inequality 
Social networks Race and ethnicity Social Demography 
 
 
PRIOR WORK EXPERIENCE 
 
1995-97, 1999-2001  Research assistant. University of Washington, Seattle. 

1998-99 Teaching assistant. University of Washington, Seattle. 

1997-98 Research assistant. Battelle Memorial Institute, Seattle. 

1984-95 Bureau chief, assistant night city editor, copy editor, reporter. St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 

1983-84 Assistant public-relations manager. Southwestern Bell Telephone Co., St. Louis 

1982-83 Copy editor and book editor. St. Louis Globe-Democrat. 
 
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
Newsletter editor for the International Migration section of the American Sociological Association, 2002-
2004. 
 
Co-organizer, third annual Summer Institute for International Migration, sponsored by the Social Science 
Research Council and the University of California, at UCI, June 27-30, 2005. 
 



 6

Paper discussant for Summer Institute for International Migration, UCI, June 29, 2005. 
 
Organizer and discussant for conference session on Community and Migration, Population Association of 
America, Philadelphia, April 2005. 
 
Organizer for conference session on Demography and the City, annual meeting of the Pacific Sociological 
Association, Portland, OR, April 2005. 
 
Discussant for conference session on Racial Differentials in Schooling and Occupation, annual meeting of 
the Population Association of America, Los Angeles, March 2006. 
 
Member of the award committee for best paper, Community and Urban Sociology section of the ASA, 
2005 and 2006 
 
Organizer of best student paper award committee, International Migration section of the ASA, 2006. 
 
Paper discussant for Summer Institute for International Migration, UCSD, June 29, 2006. 
 
Reviewer for numerous journals, including American Sociological Review, American Journal of 
Sociology, Demography, Social Networks, and Sociological Methodology. 
 
 
 


