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 GLOSSARY            
 
Body Mass Index (BMI): This is a mathematical formula used to measure body weight, 
corresponding with body fat. 
 
The Global Citizen: Sees themselves as part of a global community. Understands that 
one’s community and nation are intertwined with global conditions and events. Assumes 
responsibility for recognizes the need for all citizens to contribute to global solutions to 
global problems.   
 
Global Interdependency: Suggests that nations and societies are not only 
interconnected but also interdependent.  Social, economic, political, environmental 
conditions in one part of the global easily and quickly affect near and far neighboring 
states.  The energy crises, international immigration, international terrorism, global 
trade, public health issues such as aids all suggest the fragile nature of global 
interdependency. 
 
Government Grant, Private Grant: Grants are funds given to tax-exempt nonprofit 
organizations or local governments by foundations, corporations, governments, small 
business and individuals. Most grants are made to fund a specific project and require 
some level of reporting.   
 
Grass-Roots Organization: A grass-roots organization focuses on the citizens or 
‘common people’ to help with a specific agenda item or movement.   
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO): This is an example of a NGO.  
ISO was founded in Feb. 23rd, 1947.  It both sets and checks international standards 
between countries and has a high amount of influence in the different areas of the 
world.      
 
The Organized Global Community (The Main Actors):  
 

The Nation-State:  There are nearly 200 nation-states in the world today.  There 
were less than 50 when World War II ended in 1945.  These are the primary 
actors in the world today.  They make up the membership of such world 
organizations as the United Nations, the World Trade Organization, and others. 
 
The International Business Sector:  There are thousands of international 
businesses, headquartered in over 100 countries that drive the global economy.  
These business enterprises bring together capital, technology, production, labor, 
and transportation to move goods and services all around the world.  The 
electronic revolution and the end of the Cold War have facilitated what is known 
today as the “global economy” which is largely “managed” by these thousands of 
international enterprises. 
 
International Organizations and Regimes: There are several hundred global 
and regional organizations and regimes. These include such organizations as the 
United Nations, the Organization of American States, the Organization of African 
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Unity, Law of the Sea, Nuclear Non-Proliferation, General Agreement on Trade 
and Tariffs, NAFTA, the European Community. 

 
Malnourish: To be malnourished means to be provided with a insufficient amount of 
food, water, and other forms of nourishment.    
 
Maternal mortality rate: This is the rate of women who die while pregnant in a given 
area usually related to pregnancy and not by accidents.  It is measured by 100,000 
births.   
 
Multi-national Corporation: A MNC is a corporation in which the headquarters are 
located in two or more countries and manages various services or produces goods.   
 
Non-Governmental Organization: A non-profit agency not affiliated with any 
government bureau; devoted to managing resources and implementing projects to try 
and address social problems.  There are different levels of NGOs:  

-Domestic NGO: Organizations working in the country of origin, organizations like  
      Red Cross in the United States. 

-International NGO: Internationally based organization like CARE and World  
Vision International.    

 
The “New California”:  California is fast approaching a population of 40 million.  It 
ranks in the top five of global economies.  Over half of the population is non-Anglo:  
Latinos, Asians, Afro-Americans make up over half of California’s population. Southern 
California has become the new “Ellis Island” of America. Nearly a third of the population 
is first or second generation immigrants.  Over 100 languages are spoken in the state.  
California is the cross-roads of Asia and Latin America.  It is the most “globalized” and 
“internationalized” state in America today. 
 
Obesity: Obesity is a state of being over the normal weight dependent on one’s body 
mass index which is determined by one’s height to weight ratio.     
 
Poverty: It is the state of having a lack of resources across many different areas or a 
state of being impoverished to participate in a society to one’s full ability.   
 
Primary Education: This term refers to the first years of formal and systematic 
education, which occurs in childhood.  In many Western countries including the United 
States, we refer to this as elementary school.   
 
Private Life of the Citizen: The private aspect of the individual pertains to one’s 
primary needs—education, health, work, family, religion.  These activities and values 
are more inward looking; while good values are evident, assuming a public posture is 
not part of one’s private setting. One focuses on the most immediate needs of self and 
family. 
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Public Life of the Citizen: Individuals in the United States can shape their lives in two 
contexts:  one is the public and the other is the private.  The public aspect of citizenship 
focuses attention on the community, on others, on the problems and conditions of 
others.  The vocation of public life draws one out as a leader, as an organizer, as 
someone who wishes to make a difference and to assume responsibility for the life 
circumstances of others.   
 
Secondary Education: This education refers to the period of education following 
primary education and before post-secondary education (college).  This is usually 
referred to in the United States as middle school and high school.    
 
Social entrepreneurs: People who have a drive, vision, or ability to tackle a social 
problem such as volunteers, NGO directors, and employees as a few examples.    
 
Sustainable Development: This term creates the balance of needs and aspirations 
without hurting future generations, using wants and limitations.  

 
UN Millennium Development Goals: In 2000, the UN created eight goals to try and 
aspire to for every member nation and set a deadline of 2015.  The eight were: 

1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 
2. Achieve universal primary education  
3. Promote gender equality and empower women 
4. Reduce child mortality 
5. Improve maternal health 
6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases 
7. Ensure environmental sustainability 
8. Develop a global partnership for development 

 
Values of Global Equity and Social Justice:  One of the most difficult issues to 
address, especially for those living in the United States, is that of the fairness in the 
distribution of global wealth.  For many, the central ethical question has become:  how 
does the United States, being 6% of the world’s population, 7% of the world’s landmass, 
and producing/consuming 25-30% of the wealth, addresses the global inequalities of 
wealth?  Who addresses it?  How is it addressed?  And, what is a preferred outcome 
that would produce social justice among the 200 existing nation-states. 
 
UN Convention on the Rights of a Child: The Convention was created in 1989 by the 
United Nations.  The UN decided that people under 18 need special recognition for care 
and created an internationally binding document listing economic, civil, cultural, and 
social rights.  It gives out rights for children the right to live, sustain, develop and other 
basic human rights specifically for children.   
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National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 

Thematic Strand IX 

This section defines and explains the ninth thematic strand that forms the basis of the nationally 
established social studies standards.   

 

 

Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of global connections and 
interdependence. 

The realities of global interdependence require understanding the increasingly important and diverse global 
connections among world societies. Analysis of tensions between national interests and global priorities contributes 
to the development of possible solutions to persistent and emerging global issues in many fields: health care, 
economic development, environmental quality, universal human rights, and others. Analyzing patterns and 
relationships within and among world cultures, such as economic competition and interdependence, age-old ethnic 
enmities, political and military alliances, and others, helps learners carefully examine policy alternatives that have 
both national and global implications. This theme typically appears in units or courses dealing with geography, 
culture, and economics, but again can draw upon the natural and physical sciences and the humanities, including 
literature, the arts, and language. 

Through exposure to various media and first-hand experiences, young learners become aware of and are affected 
by events on a global scale. Within this context, students in early grades examine and explore global connections 
and basic issues and concerns, suggesting and initiating responsive action plans. In the middle years, learners can 
initiate analysis of the interactions among states and nations and their cultural complexities as they respond to 
global events and changes. At the high school level, students are able to think systematically about personal, 
national, and global decisions, interactions, and consequences, including addressing critical issues such as peace, 
human rights, trade, and global ecology. 

 

For more information on the national social studies curriculum standards, visit http://www.socialstudies.org/stamdards/ 
The remainder of this document is not available online. To purchase a complete copy of Expectations of Excellence: 
Curriculum Standards for Social Studies, please call NCSS Publications at 1 800 683-0812. Order number BU890094, 
$15.00 non-member, $12.75 NCSS members. You may also send check or money order to: NCSS Publications, P. O. Box 
2067, Waldorf, Maryland 20604-2067.  
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