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1945  Atomic bombs dropped 
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki

1952 Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory established at the University 
of California Radiation Laboratory at 
Livermore.  Edward Teller and Ernest 
Lawrence cofounders 

1949 Formation of NATO and first Soviet nuclear test

1954 US explodes “H-Bomb”; 
1000 times bigger than the bomb 
dropped on Hiroshima. 1958  National Aeronautics and 

Space Act is signed by Eisenhower; 
NASA is created, with elements 
existing government agencies. 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis Expectations

1970-74 US détente with the USSR

1974 “Fall of Saigon”

1979  3-Mile Island Accident Clean-up

1969 Apollo Moon 
Landing by US

1981-3 Reagan 
strengthens military 
and champions 
Strategic Defense 
Initiative (“Star Wars”)  

1986 Chernobyl 
Nuclear Disaster1985 Gorbachev is elected General 

Secretary of the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union

1989 Fall of Berlin Wall/ End of Cold War 
proclaimed German unification process begins 1991 Dissolution of 

the Soviet Union

1993  World Trade 
Center bombing

2009-11 U.S. withdraws 
troops from Iraq

2010  Arab Spring in 
Tunisia, Libya, Egypt; 
Civil War in Syria

1983  UC establishes 
Institute on Global 
Conflict and 
Cooperation (IGCC) and 
locates it at UCSD with 
Herbert York as Director

1986  Thomas & Elizabeth 
Tierney Chair in Peace Studies 
is endowed “to a�ract to 
GPACS a scholar of 
distinction whose work will 
focus on researching 
pathways to a stable world 
peace.” 

Patrick Morgan (Political 
Science) appointed and arrives 
July 1991 

IGCC group at UCI takes the 
name “Global Peace and 
Conflict Studies (GPACS).  
Julius Margolis becomes 
Director.

1987  Global Peace and Conflict Studies undergraduate 
minor is established.  Over 40 courses are o�ered. 
GPACS holds 3-day Institute for public school Teachers.  
Also hosts the Second Annual UC System-wide Global 
Peace and Conflict Symposium bringing together 
student delegations from each campus.

1988 GPACS brings recognized foreign 
scholars from Germany, Sweden, and 
the USSR to UCI for a quarter.

1988  Cli�ord C. Heinz Chair endowed to 
support “an economist of distinction whose 
work is focused on the Economics of Peace.” 

Martin C. McGuire (Economics) appointed in 
1991 and arrives January 1992.

1989  Annual Margolis 
Lecture Series is inaugurated

First lecturer is McGeorge 
Bundy, Special Assistant for 
National Security, Kennedy 
and Johnson administrations.

1988-1992  Keith Nelson(History) 
is Director of GPACS

1989  Drew, Chace and Erin Warmington Chair endowed “to a�ract a scholar of 
distinction whose work will focus on researching pathways to a stable world peace 
and greater international cooperation.” 

Helen Ingram (Social Ecology) appointed in 1995, arrives 1996 

GPACS hosts visiting Soviet scholars at a Summer Seminar on Global Security and 
Arms Control.  Discussions focus on the nature and implications of perestroika

1990 GPACS granted status and 
funded as an IRU (Irvine Research 
Unit) at UCI

1997-2004  Wayne Sandholtz 
(Political Science) is Director

1997  Program in International Studies 
established within Social Science at UCI

1999 3 separate working groups on 
peace-building, security, and 
environment are established for GPACS, 
funded with an IGCC grant.

2002   Minor in Conflict 
Resolution that had evolved 
from the earlier Minor in 
Global Peace and Conflict 
Studies is moved to the 
Program in International 
Studies

GPACS House is renamed 
IPACS House; responsibility 
for it changes to 
International Studies 

GPACS Executive 
Commi�ee reorganizes as a 
center (CGPACS) to focus on 
graduate and faculty 
research.

2003   Program in Citizen 
Peace-Building leaves 
CGPACS to become a 
separate activity within 
the School of Social 
Science. 

Richard Ma�hew 
establishes the Center for 
Unconventional Security 
A�airs at UCI.

2007  Sco� Bollens (Social Ecology) 
appointed to Warmington Chair

1991   Paula Garb becomes Assistant to 
GPACS Director 

1992-1997  Patrick Morgan (Political 
Science) is Director

1992   GPACS public lecture series on 
Terrorism funded by Tierney’s Publication: 
Terrorism: Roots, Impacts, Responses, 
edited by Larry Howard (Praeger 1992)

1993   GPACS “Peace House,” a 
Student Residence is created in 
Arroyo Vista is; it is one of the first 
theme houses on UCI campus

2004-2011  Cecelia Lynch 
(Political Science) is 
Director of CGPACS

2013  Etel Solingen (Political Science) 
appointed to Tierney Chair

2013  GPACS inaugurates a 3-year vision plan 
“Thinking Past The Unthinkable: Opportunities and 
Challenges for Global Peace”

•  Biosecurity and the New Realities of Global Warming

•  Financial Crisis: Peace and Conflict in the New Normal

•  Rethinking Peace and Conflict: A�er the Arab Spring

2013  Lecture by William deBuys: 
“Whiskey’s fer Drinkin’ and Water’s 
Fer Fightin’: California Climate 
Change and Global Aridity

2013  Margolis Lecture by 
Mahmood Mamdani, 
Professor of Government 
and Anthropology at 
Columbia “A�er Nuremberg:  
The Historical Significance 
of the South African 
Transition”

2014  Lecture by Bassam Haddad:  
“The Syrian Tragedy: Causes, 
Dynamics, and Consequences”

2014  Lecture by Asef Bayat: 
“Whatever Happened to the 
Arab Spring?”

2015  Margolis Lecture by Joseph 
Masco: “The Age of Fallout: 
Terraforming Planet Earth”

1942 Los Alamos National Laboratory 
established in New Mexico to develop 
the first nuclear weapons. UC becomes 
“operating contractor” in 1943.

1994 Rwanda Genocide

1995 US intervention in 
Bosnian War, Kosovo

2001 September 11 
A�acks on World Trade 

Center and Pentagon
2007  Global Financial 
Crisis: The Great 
Recession begins

1985  IGCC group at UCI brings Daniel Ellsberg and 
George Rathjens to campus to teach for one quarter 
each UCI hosts the IGCC Summer Teaching Seminar, 
an enormous organizational task.

2013  Stergios Skaperdas (Economics) 
appointed to Heinz Chair

2013   Julia Elyachar (Anthropology) 
is Director of CGPACS

Graduate student posters

1984-6  A diverse body of scholars at UCI gather to promote global 
peace and arms control. Among early members: Julius Margolis 
(Economics),Riley Newman (Physics), John Whiteley (Social Ecology), 
Frank Long (Chemistry), Karl Hu�auer (History), Larry Howard 
(Psychology), Keith Nelson (History), Peter Bowler (Biology), 
Frederick Reines (Physics), and F. Sherwood Rowland (Chemistry)

2003  Nuclear talks with Iran
1957 Sputnik I 
successfully 
launched by 
Soviet Union

Edward Teller

Pictured clockwise 
from upper le�: 
Julius Margolis, 
F. Sherwood Rowland, 
Riley Newman, 
Frederick Reines, 
and John Whiteley.
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In this exhibit we tell the story of a small organization – 
Global Peace and Conflict Studies (GPACS – later CGPACS) at 
the University of California, Irvine.  The history of CGPACS 
encapsulates a much broader tale about the growth of UCI; 
the relation of the UCs to the Nuclear Weapons Labs at Los 
Alamos and Lawrence Livermore; the Cold War; and changing 
understandings of global conflict, peace, and security.  

This is also a story of organizational growth and 
transformation on an expanding campus at UCI, and  
of the ways scientists, artists, scholars, policy makers 
and donors acted on a sense of historic responsibility 
to confront the dangers of nuclear weapons and 
potential benefits of science to society.

The Story of CGPACS:
A Participatory Exhibition
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