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Leo R. Chavez, The 
Latino Threat: Constructing 
Immigrants, Citizens, 
and the Nation.  Stanford 
University Press, 2008.

 From volunteers ready 
to patrol the U.S.-Mexico 
border to the hundreds of 
thousands of men, women, 
and children who have 
marched in support of 
immigrant rights, the United 
States has witnessed a surge 
of involvement in immigration activism. In The Latino 
Threat,  Professor Leo Chavez critically investigates 
the media stories about and recent experiences of 
immigrants to show how prejudices and stereotypes 
have been used to malign an entire immigrant 
population—and to defi ne what it means to be an 
American.
 Pundits—and the media at large—nurture and 

perpetuate the notion that 
Latinos, particularly Mexicans, 
are an invading force bent 
on reconquering land once 
considered their own. Through a 
perceived refusal to learn English 
and an "out of control" birthrate, 
many say that Latinos are 
destroying the American way of 
life. But Chavez questions these 
assumptions and offers evidence 
to counter the myth that Latinos 

are a threat to the security and prosperity of our nation.
 His analysis of the "Latino threat" contests this 
myth's basic tenets, challenging such well-known 
authors as Samuel Huntington, Pat Buchanan, and 
Peter Brimelow. Chavez concludes that citizenship is 
not just about legal defi nitions, but about participation 
in society.  Chavez's insights offer an alternative and 
optimistic view of the vitality and future of our country. 

Dr. Belinda Campos joined 
the Chicano/Latino Studies 
faculty.  She received her 
Ph.D. in Psychology from 
the University of California, 
Berkeley.  Dr. Campos 
held a two-year National 
Institute of Mental Health 
(NIMH) Postdoctoral 
Fellowship in Health 
Psychology at UCLA, 
followed by two years as 

a Postdoctoral Researcher at the UCLA Center for 
the Everyday Lives of Families in the Department 
of Anthropology. Prior to joining the UCI 
Department of Chicano/Latino Studies, Dr. Campos 
spent a year as a Visiting Professor in the UCI 
Department of Psychology and Social Behavior.  
 Dr. Campos’ research examines the role of 
culture and emotion in shaping social relationships 
and health outcomes. Her work suggests that 
cultural ideologies characteristic of Latino 
populations – family as a source of closeness and 
positive emotion expression – infl uence health.  
Her fi ndings show that the experience of stress and 
social support are shaped by culture.  They change 
with acculturation in ways that impact the birth 
outcomes of immigrant and non-immigrant Latinas 
in the United States.
 Dr. Campos has published a number of articles 
in highly regarded peer-reviewed journals including 
the Journal of Personality & Social Psychology, 
Personality & Social Psychology Bulletin, Emotion, 
the Journal of Cultural Diversity and Ethnic 
Minority Psychology, and the Hispanic Journal of 
the Behavioral Sciences. In her work, Dr. Campos 
looks to expand understanding of the U.S. Latino 
experience and health outcomes in ways that bring 
attention to sources of resilience and to develop a 
better understanding of how to reduce sources risk 
and disparities in health treatment and outcomes in 
Latino populations. 
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FACULTY NEWSMESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 
Dear Friends of Chicano/Latino Studies,

 As we look forward to 
2008-09, Chicano/Latino 
Studies at UCI continues 
to thrive.  The addition of 
Professor Belinda Campos 
to our faculty adds rich new 
area of research and teaching 
to the Department’s palette.  
UCI’s Chicano/Latino Studies 
faculty continue to build the 
national and international 
scholarship on Chicano/
Latino communities with new 
books, articles, and projects.  The range of courses 
we offer and the number of students served continues 
to grow each year.  Our colloquium series offers the 
opportunity to expose the campus and community to 
scholars at other universities whose research challenges 
and enriches our understandings of the Chicano/Latino 
experience.
 The addition of Professor Campos to our faculty 
is particularly notable.  Her research and teaching 
interests ensure that Chicano/Latino Studies will 
continue to build on our research strengths in the fi eld 
of Latinos and health outcomes.  Professor Campos will 
teach as part of Chicano/Latino Studies’ contributions 
to the PRIME-LC Program in the UCI College of 
Medicine and will offer classes for all UCI students on 
Chicano/Latino psychology, culture and relationships, 
and the Latino health paradox. Professor Campos will 
also train our students in the methods of experimental 
psychology.
 It is easy (and pleasurable) to comment on what 
is working well for Chicano/Latino Studies.  It is my 
responsibility, alas, to also recognize our failings.  It 
is with great sorrow that I announce that Professor 
Lisa García Bedolla, a founding faculty member of the 
Department, has accepted a position at the University 
of California, Berkeley Graduate School of Education.
Lisa’s energies and support for the Department were 
unlimited and hers will be very big shoes to fi ll.  We 
all wish her the best of luck at Berkeley and our thanks 
for her many contributions to making UCI’s Chicano/
Latino Studies what it is today.
 I would like to thank you for your continued support 
of Chicano/Latino Studies at UCI.

 LOUIS DESIPIO (Chicano/Latino Studies and 
Political Science) and LEO CHAVEZ (Anthropology) 
together received a grant from the Russell Sage 
Foundation to study political and cultural dimensions of 
immigrant and 2nd generation incorporation in the Los 
Angeles region.  DeSipio also received grant support 
from the Fulfi lling the Dream Fund to analyze state-level 
votes on anti-affi rmative action initiatives in California, 
Washington, and Michigan.  DeSipio also co-edited 
Researching Migration:  Stories from the Field, The Social 
Science Research Council Press, 2007.

VICKI RUIZ (Dean, School of Humanities and 
Professor, Chicano/Latino 
Studies and History) was 
elected to a three-year term 
on the advisory board for the 
Smithsonian National Museum 
of American History .  Ruiz 
has published several books 
including: Memories and Migrations: Mapping Boricua 
and Chicana Histories, University of Illinois Press, 
2008; The Practice of U.S. Women’s History: Narratives, 
Intersections, and Dialogues, Rutgers University Press, 
2007; Unequal Sisters: An Inclusive Reader in U.S. 
Women’s History, Routledge, 2007.

DIEGO VIGIL (Criminal Law & Society and 
Chicano/Latino Studies) has 
recently published Stopping
Gangs with a Balanced 
Strategy: Prevention, 
Intervention, and Suppression.
Prospect Heights, ILL: 
Waveland Press, forthcoming 
2009; Female Gang Members 
from East Los Angeles.  International Journal of Social 
Inquiry 1(1): 1-27, 2008; Barrio Genealogy.  2009.
Journal of City and Community.  Forthcoming, Spring 
2009; Marginalidad Multiple: Las Pandillas y Maras y su 
Impacto en la Sociedad. 2008;   In Jose Manuel Valezuela, 
ed. Las Maras de America.  Mexico City: COLEF (El 
Colegio de las Frontera Norte); Multiple Marginality and 
Human Development: Applying Research Insights for 
Gang Prevention and Intervention.  IN R. Chaskin, eds.
Feschift In Honor of Irving Spergel.  Newark: Columbia 
University Press, forthcoming 2009; Mexican Migrants in 
Gangs: A Second-Generation History.  2008.  In Peterson, 
D., Lein, I.L., and van Gemert, F., eds.  Gangs, Migration, 
and Ethnicity: The Euro-Gang Group.  United Kingdom: 
Willan Pub, 2008. 




